From the publication “PRAXIS”, chapter 2 on Church Etiquette:

...Orthodox Churches always have candles available at theback of the Church. One should normally light one
of these beforean Icon as he enters the Church. If you have a special needor wish to remember someone
prayerfully, you can make this known to God by lighting a candle as a pious offering to God. Saint John of
Kronstadt tells us:

The candles burning on the altar represent the non—created light of the Trinity, for the Lord dwells in an unapproachable
light. They also represent the fire of Divinity which destroys our ungodliness and sins. The candles lit before the icons
of the Saviour signify that He is the True Light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world (John 1:9); at the
same time, He is a Fire which engulfs and revives our souls and bodies.

The candles lit before the icons of the Theotokos are a symbol of the fact that she is the Mother of the Unapproachable
Light, and also of her most pure and burning love for God and her love for mankind.

The candles lit before icons of saints reflect their ardent love for God for Whose sake they gave up everything that man
prizes in life, including their very lives, as did the holy Apostles, martyrs, and others. These candles also mean that these
saints are lamps burning for us and providing light for us by their own saintly living, their virtues and their ardent
intercession for us before God through their constant prayers day and night. The burning candles also stand for our ardent
zeal and the sincere sacrifice we make out of reverence and gratitude to them for their solicitude on our behalf before
God.45

44 Man of God: Saint John of Shanghai & San Francisco, trans. and ed.
Archpriest Peter Perekrestov (Redding, ca: Nikodemos Orthodox Publication
Society, 1994), p. 241.

45 Quoted in Orthodox America, June 1984, p. 11.



